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And appenrs plainly to run with more Tram 


and Conſequence than is uſual in a Courſe of 


Proverbs. And the reaſon of it we may 


ſuppoſe co Ys e beet, the Weight ah 


mportance of the bject, upon which he 
was engaged Hic migbꝭ we prevail with 
him (as Wiſe a Mau as he was) to go a little 


out df his Way, to take a nearer View of i it; 
to ſtand and conſider i ede t with more than com- 
to draw out and pur- 

ſue his Ręflect ion 8. * 5 r length. 
For tis 5 ge Vand Ne elo ation of Ming: in 
Vel ofour: \ gait, 


ene 
or under, Difficulties, tha he mukrs it his 


Sul wei ce to De emnd: A 
Vertuel which inte atrountꝭ of mere Rea. 
ſon and Nature, ſtood always m the firſt 
{\Ghyraedor \\. And 
under Mir iſtin nity:ytunbeoonevbhioinech 
Ware ehbeorat Nodeſi ty; ab wr Haffi- 
eultiss chat Lie in the way of: dur Obedhence 
are liable t ter; and:our-Sufferingsfor 


it, more. Beſides that, tis not only a main 


batt a Gand, unf Srobcicy- 10 All the reſt of | 
a ide an n verſhid nſhnee upon dur whele 
Candice 5! hide: — ee eee 
ba 18 f Sn _ _ | i D 


very — — 
ral; ſo in — — 
Every Man is hound to the G 15 
in A greater an leſs Proportion 
under a publick Character, ima high 
more particularly fa: But at the ſame time 
not the meaneſt and lame of the Reaple. 
can be wholly exempted from its Obligas 
tions e Rraauſe a private Vartue wawbaind, 
more ſecure without it long, than a pονn 
Truſt can be well enecuted And fine fi a 
Duty thus excellent and e Lene, — 
turecand\Canſequonce, yeb:icarnt2at 
times with ſpantickNitfieulay,] and:ipradtisd 
ſtill with graater, E hope 2 Diſcaurie hat 
in 7 Dat ut leaſt; will not be thought 
Unſea ſonable, non altogether t to 
this Occaom v7 no to to avvitolMd negr 
A bare therefare-gitch'd updwtiheſ= Words 
of Shaman, becauſe they exprefs'the Duty 
it ſelf, in ſome of its chiefaſt Inſtances, and 
contain very powerſub Engagæments to the 
Practice oft; an that they preſuribe againſt 
the Breach and Vitdlatiomot it. with an Au- 
thority and eoStreſs very 30 with an 
e highly. lerious and aflectioate; 1 1 _ 
ow 4A 2 ground- r 


+ indeed Mien 
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hotd; ek 
dererh the: heart 
keaferÞ thy ſaul, doth: not he know it? and 


iin Doth not be that pon. 
cus der it? and be that 


13 mus according to 
Ann 


dads aol i orie nel 9107! 
_ & TheSeiiſe:and Forte of which Words may 
be refolvidy into theſe plain „ eaſy Propo- 
tions Ha if nur C , And 

_ Gibiumqrba- Timertlint imoft red ſuires it, tis 
gnod far nothi > Ab bew a. juſt and good 
Canſe ds iki to unter und: ſtands in need of 


vantag ther Reaſon, and for- 
7 — it from the Malice and Me. 


thods of ill — to Miner them that ure 


anaum mtu alu atdibaſe thatrate ready to 
Ir hin hen 1 Pleas and Pretences 


we". may contrivecand 
to Hide our: Baſeneſs from the W 


— 120 be es 75 Dr | 


union 


our Affiſtanpe, wel tien withdraw our ſelves 
upon peyote of our own Security and Ad- 


:eftcr/ for: dur ſelvegg 
World; as 
if wedtiould e A | 


rt: „ : | . were 


err 


a "WINE a a« as n _ 2 . 
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were not aware that the Truth was in 1 
much Danger, or of the Conſequences of 
our Neglect, Let Gop ſees through the Va- 
nity and Hypocriſy of them all, and will 
not fail to call Men to a ſevere Account for 
ſuch Behaviour; Dar h not he that pondereth. 
the heart conſider it? and he'thatikeepeth: 
thy ſoul, doth not he know it? and ſball nos 
render 70 N. man er zo. r 
WOrkSP Y A 

Pre rn 0 thikdad Ex xplication: of eli. 
Words, and within the Compaſs: of it, 1 
ſhall proceed in my following Diſcourſe; and 
ſince tis plain from Soſomeongs at ſome fort of 
Reſalution in Men may fail, and one need 
not the Wiſdom and Obſervation of Solomon 
to convince mar in theſe Days it may 
dofo,; n . ee ee eee ee 
08% „ pole Mir M, 218 25444 2513 
I ſhall: een endeavoùt, W 
place; to ſtate thettrue Nature bf 
and Reſolution in general, + and? HD he. 
what Principles it muſt he form d àndẽ-ith 
what Conditiona qualifpy da if everiveddefign 
it mould! ſtand out againſt thuſe anan 
Powerful a le that may tempt us to 
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omen, 1 ſhall obſerve, That Times of 
Danger and Difſiculty, when the Cauſe of 
Truth comes to ſuffer, and, it may be, is 
ready to ſink for want of a Support, are 
the moſt proper Seaſon in which we are to 
expreſs our Reſolution, and that, if it then 
fall, twas never real and well grounded: 
If thou faint in the day of adverſity, thy 


Arength is ſmall: If v7 6h r, io deliver 


them that are drawn unto death, and hoſe 
that are ready ia be lan. 
Thirdly, I dal conſider; and try to an- 
ſwer, the Excuſes that Men may poſſibly 
make, and have uſually done fo, for deſert - 


ing, or not defending a good Cauſe; when it 


was certainly their Doch and within their 
Power to encourage it: And this from hence, 
If thou ſayeſt, Behold, we knew it not. For 
that theſe Words were intended by way of 
an. Exciſe, and as Palliations for a baſe and 
cowardly Spirit, is plain from their Cale: 
rence with the other. + 

.' Fourthly and Laſtly, by way of anbei 
tion, I ſhall draw nearer to the preſent De- 
fign of this Aſſembly; and as ſdtne have 
thought, to the more particular Intendment 
of EY Text; and ſhall craye leaye to repreſent 


be 


de formd,':and with what Conditions 


FE the cr OxroRD. W: 


che Netelliry there is of a firm Carage and 
Reſolution of Mind in thoſe, that are more 
immediately entruſted with the Adminiſtra- 
"oy of Judgment and Juſtice; as they tender 
à right Execution of their Charge, and will 
. it to C, the yuage of all men, at 
the great Tribunal F thou forbear io de- 


liver them that are drawn unto death, aud 


theſe. that are ready 10 be flain : Doth not he 
that pondereth the heart conſider it? and he 
that keepeth thy foul doth not he know it? and 
not be reuder 70 every man according t0 

is kr? (OE UTEP: 


4 


And, h Ee to ſtate 1 
true Nature of Courage and Neſalut iam in ge- 
neral, and thew upon Stine Principles it muſt 


qua- 
lifyu, if ever we defign it ſhould ſtand owt 
againſt thoſe many powerful par that 
may tempt us to forego it. 


ee and "Mind 
that u Man forms x6 himſelf, to maintain and 
purſue his Duty, what Difficulties focver he 
may encounter, or whatever Incoaveniences 


; beamay Gitke by 6. And che Reafonablenels | 


of 


"uo, 


'B y Re ſalaliaa, here properly taken, we ae to 


Po 


von 


= nene, vor Conſtancy een was | 
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3 of thisis founded upon a plain infallible Truth, 
That the leaſt Sin whatever is of greater Con- 


ſequence, and with more Care to be avoided, 
than the utmoſt Sufferings of the preſent 


Life. So that according to this Account of 


Re ſolution, we ſee. the Matter, about which 
it is employ d, is a Point of Duty, ſomething 


Good or Evil, either in its own Nature, or 
. enjoin d by ſome Law of Gon or Man: 
And tis clear from hence it is ſo, becauſe 


Reſolution, in the Senſe e now conſider it, 


is a moral Duty, improv'd upon Principles 


of Religion; which muſt therefore always 


reſpect an Object, either Good or Evil. And 
_ therefore» Things altogether. indifferent, as 


excluded from both of - theſe, and partaking 


of ao wen not the proper Subject of a 
true Re 


And if a Man propoſe a 
len Nature to himſelf, about 


a which the is left purely free, and not deter- 
min d one way or other, hy any Law of Gon, 


ee ee ee Rs nor by 
never 2 nor Jeching ever iframvit; 
till he brings at ta Effect; we may call his 


Praiſe, and perhaps our Admiration but „ 
ſutely we cannot properly either call it, or A. | 
account it to be, the Vertue of Reſolutiom in TN A 
him, becauſe tis indeed, ſtrictly 
Vertue at all. Which plainly ap ars from | 
hence, t a Man is never bound in Conſci- 
ence, from the Reaſon of the thing it ſelf, 
or an Len any Law about it, not to recede . | 
from his Purpoſe i in a Matter of this Natur — 
though by a Senſe of his own Honour and i 
ge eee ud be a 1:0 Hose 5 e 
This then is the Nature and Notion =o 


©» „ 


2 
igious ge 0 ene 1 


and immoveablle Purpoſe; — alw Ws | 
according ite cor i Conſcience, \ = . a 
Le, pane may tend = _ 
atria awe" the Conſe Oe — 


Purfuit of qur Duty; balk 
GiltinAly /oonfider'd:in thei * 8 


2 lags 110014 Soli 11 10; 


rate Reaſon; after an —— th 
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And therefore, Secondly, „. W d are not & 
| 5 Paſſion, or Prejudice, a Reſpect to Per- 
ſons, or Parties, but a due Regard to the Na- 
ture and Quality of Things, the Ground _ 
Motive of our Reſoſuiiumm. 
And, Thirdlp,: That our "Reſolution may 
ſtand i in the Day of Trial, tis neceſſary, that, 
we not only look to the Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe, but to our Selves ; That we carefully 
weigh and eſtimate our own Strength; That 
we ſearch out our own Temper and Inclina- 
tions; Conſider wiſely: where we are moſt 
liable to be aſſaulted, and what kind of 
Toemptations may take hold of us ſooneſt; 
and ſo by proper Applications beforehand, 
we are to take care to ſtrengthen what is 
weak within us, and to guard and ſecure our 
Vertue by a wiſe Preſumption of our Enemy. 
And all this that I have mention d, mu 
we do in an humble Dependence upon the 
Grace of God, and out of a juſt Senſe of 
our Need of his Aſſiſtance, de a which, 
when we have done our utmoſt, we are yet 
mugſlable as. Water, and ſhall never be able to 


excel to Poxfoſtron in 57 Vertue Art 
de Jae 8 | 1 : #3 | 


9 r 
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And, Fi, That our Reſolarion ma hold | 
ont always, we are to form ir upon fufficient 
_ Enquiries into the Matter before us, and to 
take it up on calm and deliberate Reaſon, and 
after an intimate and thorow Convietion 5 1 
the uſtice and Goodneſs of our Cauſe.” 
For all the Force and Firmneſs a true Re 
ſolution has within it at any time, it derives 
from Reaſon and Conſcience; arid it proceeds 
all along in the Execution of it ſelf, in the 
Strength” and Conſequence of thoſe Ag. 
ments on Which 8 built at fitſt: A Man 
zherefore thinks himſelf bound to purſus any 
ching with more or leſb Steddineſy and A 
plication; ateording to the Opinion he Has 
fram'd to himſelf” of x greater or leſs. Ne-. 
eeſſity in it: And the Grounds and Meaſure 
of a right Opinion lie for the moſt part re- 
tir'd; and gut of Sight, in the Nature and 
: Quality of Things, which muſt therefore, ö 
a cloſe and deep Reflection, be laid open to 
= Minds; in order to leave thoſe Impreſſi- 
ons there, Which afterwards continue 
ts 3 eur Practice, [Reſolution thers 


fore in the Win, When eis form d as it fuld 
de muſt have à Strength in it proportion 
able to the Convictions ef our * 
_w GC. B 2 | is 


TT "oh n 80 oy 3 
Tis our Fault: and eee * it 
have leſs, and we are aceountablefor it; but 
more we are ſure it cannot have, as longas it 
is reaſonable: For when once it comes to 
run beyond Judgment and Evidence, tis 
off from its proper ground, and, ſo far, is 
without Reaſon. A Man therefore that ſhall 
- purpoſe any thing to himſelf, without, or 
deſides, Directions from his Reaſon and 
Judgment, how ſtiffly ſoever he may adhere 
to his own Choice, vu whatfoeyer he un- 
dergo /in the Proſecution; of it, yet ſtill tis 
not really Reſolutiam in him, but Ob/tinacy : 
Hor the proper Notion of ObSinacy lies in 
this, in a forceable bending our Wills any 
Way, without, or againſt, the Convictions 
of our Reaſon. And whatever the Nature 
of the Cauſe it ſelf may happen to be, yet 
in a Man that ſhall thus "blindly purſue it, it 
makes no Difference at all, as to the Nature 
and Quality of his Action: Tis Stubborneſs 
in him even to propoſe; and follow a Right 
and Vertuous Cauſe: For though there N | 
be never ſo much Reaſon for it really, and in 
the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, yet this Man 
is able to give none for it, becauſe he has 
mane but ſets ws Will rafhly, om 
FP $f _ with- 


DDr 


_ opt Ons ORD. Ig 
without hes — his Judgment, 
The. Neceffity: therefore of a found and 


tl horow-Confideration, ere we reſolve in any 


Cauſe, would -appear ſufficiently, were it 
only from hence, that our Reſolution might 
have any Worth and Vertu in it; which it 


can never have, as I have already. prov'd, if 


we make it in the dark; even although we 
could be ſure to ſtick to it afterwards: : But it 
is not very hkely, that we will) do ſo, nay 
tis almoſt impoſſible we ſhould. For the 
Foundation ng. thus ſhallow, the Super- 
ſtructure will be apt to reel and totter r 
every Guſt of Tana tation. A. ſtrong, 


preſent:Influence of 2 or Evil will be _ 


to tuin the Will any ways: becauſe there is 
nothing to ſupport and 
tide more than another. 
„Willa Wan; hint we;care to turm off his 
| bis: preſent eee > Wallblig Put;by:the 
warm and vigorous Applications, ofa, mighty 
_ Intereſt juſt before his Eyes? when it comes 


attended with ſuch Variety of Graces; and 
ſtrikes upon 
without, afliſted with the pqwerful Inelins - 


Him with all, the Fercerofn Art 


tions of his own, Nature within? Will be 
beable to gie it a — Will he: HAR; 
oat, hl | | 


Rep! it Fight, to one 


real Ferrouts and out #Ht to move a Wiſe Man 
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* 


the Heart to ſay;'(Ger iber hence, der i 
thus ſobths and carefſes Hilki 7 And allthis, 
out of à mere ſtiff and ſullen Humour, be 
cauſe hne win, and betaufe he is Tefolv d to 


ſtick roa former Purpoſe, which he has made, 


ne knows not why? Vet this is the very Caſe 
of that Man that reſolves to be on the fille of 


Truth; which he never erami 
to underſ tano! out; 
Again, On the other ING ein chiz Man 
have the Face tb confront the grit Viſhge 
of Fertours and Sufferings? Will he be able 
to bear up againſt the e Disouiwe musse 16 


n d, not cares 


Power, when it threatens Fiap When ät 


Hangs dark and globmy over Hin, and points 
out to him helbn the Bones, and Cuteaſſes 
df others, that Have thus ſtocd ont, aid fallen 
before him? If he can, tis more bes can 
be reaſonably x pet * 

ban Hate 18 cl Ever zur ffonr Ils bn 
Condition and Circumſtances: För it cannot 
de deny d chat theſe; I have mention d, arc 


pong th he h n6'ftrotpty Reaſon 
& oppoſe upxinſt"thom/s/ ieh the Mau 
1 15 preſent! Caſe is ſuppos d' not £6 have 


wg therefore how comes he thiis$0'6 Fellow 
2 


in, and more 


— 1 _ ae. _ 2 
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his Duty, ſo-incotifiſtently- with himſelf, and 
to commit the Action of à Wiſe Man upon 
ſuch a Foundation of Ignorance and Folly?" 
But now an Obligation in point of Con- 
Nasdge, which always ariſes from an im- 
partial Enquiry into the Nature and Conſe- 
quences of Things, is ſtronger than all theſe 
Arguments put together, than even the Ter- 


rours of Death it ſelf: And therefore will be 
able to carry a Man through with his Duty LET 
whatever may | oppoſe him; and make _ 
Reſolution hold out againſt all Importunities 


of Times and Intereſts 
I need not here make an Application of 
this general Diſeourſe to dur Selves, and our 


own Cuſe at preſent: Eyery one, that knows 5 
any thing of it, is convinced of the Juſtice 
and Firmneſs of dur Cauſe. And the more 


he looks into it, the more he will ſhift be 
ſatisfled, that nis Zeal toward it is highly re- 
ligious and reaſonable; and therefore his Re- 
ſolution At ſtand by it ought td be perpetual. 
And here we Have reaſbrt to bleſs the go. 
Providence of G 
always been, and ſtiſl ate, che beſt Friends of 


ſtand it beſt; nd * dhe 


Bottom wpon 
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that thoſe Men have 
our Church and Conftitiition,!: that under- 


Q 

[ 

'' 
"= 
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. = tis Fe and thoſe excellent; Ad- 


vantages with which it is adern d. It will 


ſtand the Teſt of our utmoſt Scrutinies, 


and does not require à bare and naked 
Submiſſion to its Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
but to gur Examination, lays it ſelf open 
and invites and enjoins Men not to ri 


of it, but nent clear and unconteſted E- 


a 11 telle vidence. | ] 425 ; 


2d . TWas an Obiect ion againſt Primitive 
r Chriſtianity, made by ſome of the worſt Ene- 
p.8, 9. Edr. mies of it, that it render d all Argument 
"= uſeleſs, and ſhut out the Enquiries of Rea- 
ſon into its Articles and Poctrines, and re- 

olf u. quir d in its Proſelytes ad mere | /imple Faith 
„ % Stat tO receive and entertain it! And how do 
ee the Fathers of the Church anſwer this? But 


ib. „ 2. 29. by the ſame Argument which will ſerve us 


Eat. Oxon. 


againſt our Adverſaries; by referring Men to 


a ſtrict, a cloſe, and impartial Trial of it; by 


leaving it to their beſt Judgment to conſider 
it, and then to refuſe, oH comply: with it, 


according to the cleareſt Light and Evidence 


of their own Reaſon. And do not we deſire 
the very ſame in all thoſe that have the 
Skill and Abilities to weigh our Cauſe? And 


we are ſure the Ballance muſt then tum on 


dai our 


n 5 
, 7 : th" * p . EY *F-\ N Deer 
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our fideo *And thoſe that bytheir Educiatidu 
and Cireumſtances are not ſo well able to ex- 
amine it themſelves, let them truſt the Reſclu: 
lions, and depend upon the ſudgment of wiſer: 
Men in this Caſe, as they muſt. neceſſarily 
doũin many other Matters, that are yet of the 
greateſt Moment and higheſt Conſequence to 
them. And twill be a ſufficient ground for their 
pious Zeal and Neſolution, that they have done 
their beſt; Go and Man will commend them 
fort it, and they ſhall not fail of their Reward. 
But, Sconaly, We are not to make Paſſion, 
or Prejudice, a Reſpect to Perſons, or Parties, 
but a due Regard to the Nature and Quality 
of Things, the Ground and Motive of 0p 
Reſolution, if we deſign it ſhould be laſting. * 
For Paſſion can never hold always, and it 
is not fit it ſhould; and then whatſoever is 
built upom it. muſt neceflarily fink and tum: 
ble with it ::And[Prejudice, ſs to be hop d, 
in time will bel nv, and then what be: 
comes of a Reſo/utzon that depends: upon it: it? 


9. 7 _— * * ee, 2 n 3 bis ered nas, 45 * N 5 
Gif Aan e ue n + wats my * "TM can 
Elo} das 40. Puuhles ref 19 ta 112 
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The truth is, tis great pity that both; . 
of theſe mean Qualities ſhould ever ſeem tobe 
the Parent of ſo noble an Off ſpring. Hor 
that they can never really be ſo, is beyond 


all queſtion, and will preſently appear, if we 


colffader' it. A bold and haughty Humour in- 
deed, whetted by Oppoſition, very often 
puts on the Face of Courage and Reſolutton ; 
but tis ſure, there is nothing at à greater 
Diſtance from it, and twill be found ſo, 
whenever there is Occaſion to prove it. Be- 
cauſe thoſe very Arguments, that are moſt 
powerful in themſelves, and moſt proper to try 
the Temper and Complection of our Courage, 
do, by a fort of natural Efficacy, tend to re. 
move, or rebate, the Force and Edge of our 
Paſſion and Prejudice, which yet are here 
ſuppos d to be the only Ground and Founda- 
tion df our Coumage. And when the fime 
Engines are bufily employ dat the ſams time 
to batter (the Edifice it ſelf, and to under- 
mine the Foundation upon which it ſtands, 
he that does not ſee what is like, to * the 


Iſſue, does hot deſerve to be inform d- 


Thus, for Inſtance, If a fond and Kolifh 


Affection ta any Cauſe, or Party, be the only 
fundamental Principle of our-Zeal towards 
"MW 


—_ A —— — 
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8 ths proper and uſual Courſe in 10 ack a 


Caſe as this, is to countermine the Force of 


this ſoft Paſſion, hy the Methods of a con- 


trary Repreſentation: Tis only to ſour the 


Blood little, by lying Terrors before the 
Fancy; and ſo to damp the: Jollity, and re- 
duce the extravagant Gaiety, of the Spirits: 
For Terrors and Fondneſs, with Regard to 
the ſame thing, cannot dwell lang tagether 
in the ſame Neighbaurhaod;; and therefore 
the one is a moſt proper and effectual Re. 
medy for the other. Again, if Anger or 
Diſcaffection to ont Cauſe, or Body of Men; 
be the Ground of our Zealand Neſolutiun fut 
another," here maſt; be quite different Meas 
ſures: taken by him that ſhall attempt it: 


Affable and courteous Applications, Inſi- 


nuations of Fayour, and apt Addreſſes art 
here to e made uſe of by Men, in onder to 
ſoſten / the Rigour of the . Paſſion, till xt 
comes to bend and ply to their Defigns. 
For, though Anger be a flulburn Paſiton, 


it, to take:down the dae dee Swelling of it; 


n bl . ads 
H. In 4 os du e ep; : 2 ene, 405 
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and to overcomd itsiutnioſt Vidlegcof b dye 
gentle Managementit So that welſes; >!tis 
only to play one Paſſion agu inſt another} and 
to apply to each by proper Movements, and 
you may turn aiid manage a Man, that has 
ae elſe but Paſſion inchis Cafe to traſt 
„ which way you will! £2.07 6139 iH 2015 
ba this the great Maſters of human Life, 
the: Men of Bigſineſy and Knowleage'of the 
World, are very ſenfible of; and therein in- 
detd lies che Advantage Which they think 
they have above other Men. They have 
nicely obſerrduithe Turns, and variety of 
Windings in human Nature, and imagine 
they. cam Me hold of a Man let him be 
never ſo ſlippery: And though perllaps they 
may not underſtand the Philoſophy of the 
Paſſions ſo well as Scholars, nor be able to 
diſcourſe finely. upon the Seat and Com- 
plection of them, of the Springs from whence 
they riſe; and of the Ways in which they 
Ei move and act cl in Vet how 
they uu inove and act inn common Life, 
- theſe Men nowbetter than we can tell them; 
and are found too hard for us many times, 
though. we ſtand prepar d and Sirt with the 
1 Panoply of our Learning 
0 'Tis 


s 
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22 18 tieceffary therefore; if NY Metii;at 
any "ame: ſnoild: have mote; Skillithan Ha- 
neſty, (which not: ſeldom hh ppens) When 
they attempt to beat us off our 48g a 
good Cauſes; that;weſhould have forms tler 
Security to guard usꝭ beſides what theſe. Men 
are ſo Well acquainted with; Fvxn the. mer 
and Defence of a god Can ſcir nas in the feb? 
V Cor; a Mind well form d and ſettlech unn 
Principles: df Religion, and Besten, tudian: 
der HvelyCbnvictions af its Duty Par, 

theſe are ſuch kind of Arguments; as:thate 

Men know not how to deal with; they lie 
mite out of their way, bepond the; Reach 
of all theif Pd, Cunning , and CM 


neſs; :uthereby An ee Eph. 4. 14. 


But a Man of mere Heat and Paſſion in his 
Cauſe, theſe Men defpule hand know that, 
when ha Has rum hisflengths, hey fſball have 
chimicomblabont at laſta andomayithke bum 
asſthey pleaſe. 01Weſee then playily:howſour | 
Paſſions Are liable to betray ys; andbtheręfore 
there ãs mo ate tnuſting them without Re/e- 
lation For his vmzy depengirphpdorices- 
ain, rh: Uν bf Baſle tot: uit 
datyer;fias goes into the ra megancb anti- 


7 | 
offs | will. 
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will there be left of Lameneſs and Ener- 
fection in it, when this Paſſion is once re- 
moved ; and how this may be done we have 
ſeen already, and Men of Artifice and Cun⸗ 
my know very well how to do it. | 
» 'Therdly, That our RNoſolution may ſtand 
in the Day of Trial, tis neceſſary, that we 
not only look to the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, 
but to our ſelves; that we carefully weigh 
and eſtimate our own Strength; that we 
ſearch out our own Temper and Inelinations, 
and conſider wiſely where we are moiſt liable 
to be aſſaulted, and what kind of Temptations 
may take hold -of us ſooneſt ; and ſo by 
proper Applications before hand, -we are to 
take care and ſtrengthen what is weak within 
us, and to guard and ſecure our Vertue, by a 
wiſe Preſumption of our Enemy 
Tie our Saviour's own way of Arguing, 
and Advice to as many as would came th 
to his Religion, not only to look upon the 
bright fide of it, and to have their Thoughts 
and Hearts wholly taken up; and intent upon 
dna the glorious Propòdſals o and 
Priviledges of his Goſpel; though theſe. were 
infinitely greater than any other: But that 
Men would do well * W 


Hil #4 


the 


HM te net 
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this z\obher hand; what the nd e 
part with;\or\fubmitr'to; n er with 
ner Duty; How much of their pieſent 
Satisfaction they muſt often forego, gh. what 
ſevere Diſpenſations many times they would 
be bound to accept, in purſuance of his 
Religion, in contradiction tothe very grain 
of their Natures, their ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
deeply rooted Deſires. Fox otherwiſe, if tbnle 
former Advantages were only attended to, 
and a Man would be fure to meet with the 
latter Evils in the Courſe of his Obedience, 
this would be a terrible Sur rize. to him, 
apt to make him ſtart and fly from his Fur 
poſe, and to renounce his Daly, to ſecure his 
Nusse Intereſt and Pleaſure And therefore 
a Man ſhould fit down calmly, and debate 
with himſelf. the Ar not only for, 
but againſt, his preſant Hur poſe 2 
pute the Mea fute of his on Strength, aud 
that of his Enemy; and then prdœged ] n re- 
treat in time, according to the beſt ſudgment 
he cod make of his can Thang und Con 
dition: Otherwiſe he would by no means be 
fit to engage, or perfiſt, ina Defignof ſuch 
a Nature and Conſtquence ab hůt: Ni n 6. 


: may come to me; fh j EL: Lord; and 
911219 | | | hate 
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| -. dnaterbotohiit fathers ori 8 aui wife; 
| _ end; chitditgziaud vrevvren,! and/fers; n 
nr-hes q 1ifalja; he canuot be my diſciple; 
. ttat is, unlefs he be ſo: coolly; and indiffe- 
|  irantly vaffocted towards albitheſecthibgs; as 
| dt berreadyitopartwith them all, whenever 
they come td ſtand in Competition with his 
Duty, Au uhoſocuer does not bear: hys 
— 0 210% and come after me, cannot he my di 
Kiplł. nd then he goes on, and illuſtrates 
ars Argument by this juſt and lively Reſem- 
blanc, hai K ing going to makewwar againſ. 
V3.2. anather, King, ſitteth not down: finſt, and con- 
fulve ths; Wear . He he able viii ten thauſand 
vol meer Hunt gu cometh against him ant 
Tuffy thoufand? ur ee: 2 ie ather 15 
| yet a great warf, he ſendeth an ambaſ[[age, 
1 aut dgſirethrondlitiaus ꝙ peace. | So dakewije, 
x whoſoever, He 5 H du, :tbatforſabeth: nat all 
. he hath; tes hemp u et 
And what: our Rleſſed Saviour :hete pro: 
noungss, of pur taking upon us the Pro- 
faſſion of Chriſtianity, i ini general, will hold 
as true of any particular point of Duty. that 
comes to be the Matter of our Neſalution. 
VUnleſs werprudently caſt up. with our ſelves 
| enen we may gain, or WED 
| either 
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eitlier by 
care to Fallince the one 0 the ral to 
ſee which way the Scale will turn in point of 
Reaſon, it will be impoſſible, that either we 
our ſelves, or any Body elſe for us, ſnould lay 
any great Streſs and Dependence upon our Re- 
ſolution. For a good Cauſe is quite a different 
thing, when we look upon it in Idea, and 
conſider it abſtractedly, ſtript and naked of 
all difadvantageous, and evil Appendages; 
and when we come actually to el the 
Ferght of it, and to find it beſet with Thorns, 

and Perplexities on every ſide: we ſhall hen 
have quite different Thoughts about us, quite 
different Motions and 'Turnings'1 in our Souls, 
upon this Occaſion; and twill put us into 
an Agony to think, how we ſhall get through 
theſe things, unleſs we have taken care ſome 
time before to enure our Minds to the 1 5 

ehenſion of them. 

Our Buſineſs: 8 is 1100, while we 
hive: Time and Leiſure before us, ere the 
evil days come, when we can no longer con- 
ſult, but muſt execute our Reſolution, now, 
by quick and lively Repreſentations u pon our 
Minds, to put our ſelves ſometimes into 
Uo P _ * of ſuffering Men; 
i . to 


6.S . a 
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to work up our Pafſions and Affections, if we 
can, ſomewhat to the ſame Pitch and Height; 
and to give them a turn, and ply like that 


they will have, when theſe things come 


actually to lie before them. And tis certain 


if we do this, we ſhall be nb Loſers by it; 


For we ſhall not by this means, as ſome 


would fear, anticipaze and prevent the Evil of 


our Sufferings, (becauſe we do not here con- 
fider em as certain, but as probable) nor ſnall 
we make them more troubleſome than they 
need to be, by antedating them; but we 


ſhall abate the Edge, and Smart of them 


when come, and ſo be able to act con- 


fiſtently with our beſt Reaſon, and Judg - 


ment, in the midſt of all the tumult and 


hurry of our Paſſions. 


But there is one thing, hich] 1 had almoſt 


forgot, That tis not only the Temptation 


of Evils and Sufferings, againſt which we 
ought to prepare, and arm our ſelves, in 
the defence, and ſupport of a good Cauſe; 
but there is another very powerful one, chat; 
in ſome Conſtitutions, is found to prevail 
more effectually than the former Terrors; 
by being a Bait to draw and allure the 
GE of Men to a Compliance, where = 

; Or- 
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e. . of Oxkonp. 27 


3 Srmer could not drive.them., And tis the 


* tation of Favours and Advantages, 
which a Man may certainly, or very pro- 

| bably, procure to himſelf, by going over from 
his Duay. This indeed is a very dangerous, 
and powerful Temptation in it ſelf; and vos, 
Enemies know how to apply it to all Advan- 
tage, and tis found very often more ſucceſs: . 
ful than the other. For ſome Fempers that 
— bear up againſt Trouble and Veration, 
It, yet bend to Pleaſure: Oppęſuian will 
ſometimes make a Man reſolute, when fair 
and // Applications to him would break 
hig Force: A rough and bor/erous Storm: will 
put a Man upon his Guard, make him wrap 
himſelf cloſe, and gird his Defence about 
him: When the gentle Inſinuations of Heat, 
the kinder Influences of Favour deſcending 
on him, may prevail with him, by Degrees, 
to lay himſelf open to take any Impreſſions, 
and to be form d and fetten d to any Com- 
pliances whatſoever. 1 

Tot! that I think it a thong, ala; ini 
Gf, — Maint totekeand uſe, the Favours 


ee 13 2 To i mide fe 1 5 fr TJ Nd feweles . 4 
aur d wet 2 NI ane d "vor r 


at Plato of 700 Hh: proving. Non bias 
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of ill Men, whatſoever. Deſign! they may 
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have in giving them: For they maß prove 
happy Advantages to Vertue, and noble Oeca- 
fions of commending our Integrity before 
God, and all the World. But if a Man /u/- 


pect᷑ his own Strength at all, if through the 


Grace of Gop, and his Experience of him- 
ſelf, he dares not 7ru/? his own Reſolution, 
let him fly thoſe Adyantages that may chance 
torume him; Maße his Hands from the Gifts 
of theſe Men, as from Bribes, ſo many dan- 
gerous Occaſions that come to rob him of his 
Honour and Honeſty. 

And, indeed, tis enough to make a Man 
2 little afraid of himſelf, to ſee the Fate of 
others, that have by this means fallen before 
him: Men, that appear d once to have as 
much Integrity, and Zeal in a good Cauſe, as 
any; That ſpoke as Bravely, and acted in De- 
tence of it, and perhaps wrote for it; and 
whom all Men thought, as they verily might 
themſelves, as far from ever relinquiſhing it: 
Yet, How have theſe Men, whom Terrors 


could never have mov d, yielded at laſt: to 


Pc. 58. 6. 


"8 


Courtſhip! The Jau. bones of theſe Lions, 

How have we ſeen them fall away like water, 

125 they could not oak Theſe noble Cham- 
| Pions, 


— 
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pions/ Fbwhave they beemföll Mini * 


longer act (as all Men had reaſon to 


place of Prefermient! Till they douid nb v K 


they would always) as became brave Men, in 
corteſpondence with their former Character, 


and thoſe Aſſurances they had given the 
World! But they have famelr, and quietly 
ſurrender d themſelves up, quite dvain d and 
diſpirited of their ancient Leal and Vigour, 


whom they were advanecd. 


Tis enough therefore to make us a little 
jealous of our ſelves, and to ſuſpect the force 


of theſe Arguments in general, from the Sue 


ceſs we find they have Bad upon others per. 


haps once, as ſtout as we may now think ou 
ſelves. And therefore tis not ſafe for us to 
enter the Liſts, and put ou ſelves to a til 
againſt them, till Wwe have ſurdey doùrſelves 
well, and through G es aſfiſtanee, dare truſt 
the Strength of our Arms approvid every 
way; by Art, as well as Nature: For; if we 
truſt only to the natufal Goadneſs of dur 


Temper and Conſtitution in thib eaſtßl iÞ 


may perhaps deceive us 10 In as müth ns this 
kind of Arguments does more ren indeed, 
and more Fectualiß prevail upon the 50 
Nel e Na- 

% f PI ; | 
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„ ee thoſe that have-nov.uſually 
_— — 2 ſafpeR a agſn. where they 


receive a kindneſs: A: Man had need of a 
little roughreſs,: and even /uriineſs in his 
| - GompleRion,to have his Breaſt guarded with 
; Braſs and lou, to: keep out the Inſinuations 
0 of Flattery: Tis a Poiſon that works ſo 
| ſtrongly upon our Self. love, that we take it 
in greedi ly, and ſwallow. it without Suſpicion, 
and will not be perſwaded we are at all Sick 
by it, till r Body elle ae were alt 
Recovery: - * a 
8 chat, if e-would have our, Reſolution 
prevail aheve all theſe numerous aud mighty 
Temptations, it mut be rbur cate: to knqw- 
eur ſelves well; to place Guards and Fences 
about our Hearts; to prop up and ſupport 
whet is weak, and inſufficient! within us; 
And to ſecuxe all the. uenues at our Souls that 
lie open; and are liable to be aſſaulted any 
way, whether by rm, or by more gentle 
eApproachts. And if we dg this care: 
fully | #80, tis ſure we: ſhall phe na 
to applaud; our; ſelveg hereafter; we. ſhall 
ud an the dey! of trial we have acted 
- 20745} Ne Ned Dncle, & 848 „ Vert 7 
1 . en meg oH Pr de rd a oy . (an 
1 | 8A. _ wiſely, 
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wiſely” and that o Cvnrag like A 7 
ibn Will ben ſtand by eee kae 
moſt need of its Aﬀfiſlante.” "Which'bfit 
me to, FRA ASH. ah 7 Atti! Ari 
© The Sond. Thing 1 4 to bfr vd 
2505 my Text, That! Titries of Panger and 
Difficulty hen the Cauſes of Truth is 
like to Nair, and ſtands in need of * Sup! 
port, are the proper Seaſon, OO ER 1 
to expreſs our Reſolulion, a that," 
then” fail, it was never 7 ted wal 
grounded ; never well Pr 
bliſh'd; according to the Ber, 1 have 
already giyen. LY 10 
For the proper Perfection of over) Thing 
is to àttain its end; and if bur 225 
fall mort of this, whatever we may pretend; 
21000 Met Will 'cafily-Re through it, and be 
to lay the Fauft, Where it duglr to 
be . 6 f de Ry, 80 
always well, but wWerelk rer Horn bythe Vito 
_ of a pfeſent Tefnptation to EVG dür 
ole; What da we? But really « own, in 
8 atuxe of the Thing it elf, ànd in. "the 
true Meaning of our own 'Excufe; hat our 
Puxpoſe was never perfect, as it Thould have 
been, at firſt, and but half form din che-. 
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Siawins: f For de ought dee Ne bee 


Danger, if we had, Valiant; 
the very N otion of Re 7 — W Fortitude 
implying, and ung a ſufficient Appre- 
heatign of the Eyils we may chance to ſuffer | 
> Proſecution ofjit:- But the Man, that 


; a5 not at all conſider into what Conſe- 
guences he runs himſelf by his Defigns, we 


may, term. him Ra/b, _ not . Reſolute ; 


Bold, but — * Courageous. To ſatisfy the 
7 ore, that ever, we reſaly 'd and . 


Id, Id thei 
1 ad well, let us act ſo, when ever the 
e and State of Alas, demand; :it 
OL US. 44z34 RA —— 
here, When we ation. the Da 

ad Dee of Times, ſh ould we 55 a 
with a particular Reference, and. Direction 

to our 077 perhaps \ we might offend: Some 
Men — in their great Gravity, tell us, 
that ſurely we are much to blame far buſying 
our cs about ſuch Things as theſe, and 


1 858 do not belong to us; and ne by 
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4 eng d plein, they might qu oterilie : 
45 rds of S⁰οẽỹ upon us to this "Parpoty: 
Ad ut hou, whut ts the cattſe' that. the Yor: 

« mer days mere better than theſe? for thut rern 16 

«dof nor enquire "wiſely concerning this. 

te Me are out of Humour, they ſay, and 

«want Preferment; and that makes us com- 

« p/ar of the Times; and tis our Froward- 

* eſs, and Folly that we do ſo. Tis not 

ſome Men's dom, we grant it, to Com- 

plain of any, becauſe tis their Intereſt to 

Comply with 4%. But how: do we not wiſely 

to complain, if we have Reaſon for it? And 

whether: we have not Reaſon ſufficient in 

theſe evil Days; I appeal to all Men, befides 

our Enemies, all the viſe Men of the Na- 

tion, FRO. the common Senſe of "_ | 
Men. 
2 What: [Kelvin then \defign'd - by: elves 
Words, *if they muſt at all relate to Politicłks eee 
was this, that we Ihould not Complain! ce ge be 
out: Reaſon; not be querulous, and un? fen le 
eaſy under Government, when the Adyan- 
tages of thei Times, in which we live, are 
Hunt and the Ineonveriences but little and 

on; ſuch as are almoſt neceſſary, and 

. aun time: For a 

A 1 858 this 
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may think of it, or they of us; we hope 


o very ungracious a Method to diſa ppoint 
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this 1s indeed: unreaſonable; and; ag Ag 
ment of a reſtleſs and ſeditious Spirit: But, 
ſurely, Solomon could never intend, by theſe 
Words, to exclude, a juſt, and reaſonable 
Complaint of the Times, unleſs well make 
his Viſdom contradict the Rules of common 
Senſe and Prudence. For it may be our 
Duty to complain, and to appeal againſt the 
Corruptions of the World, and of theſe Mer: 
more eſpectally, in order to prevent the far- 
ther Growth of Evil. \ 111619 

And then as for Privierinews,. whatever we 


however, no Prupoſals, or Expectatians of 
Preferment will take us off from our Honour, 
and Cenſcience; hoe little ſoever ſome Men 
may ſeem to have, that do enjoy it. But ſaely 


one would have 7hought, theſe wiſe men had 


known-the way t Preftrment.in theſe Days, 
2 little better; and that tis not to co 


(as I hinted before) but to comply: Can they 


think us then ſo fooliſh, that we would take 


our ſelves af it, as this? Upon theſe Cs 
then e may hope for theſe good Men 8 
if we do complain a little; and they may 
on WAH t. W Tires make their As 
<4 | A 18 
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Ground of our Complaint. il fisch 
But let them know, that tis not Interci, 
and Proferment, but Reli gion and Lonſcisuge 


that oblige us to behave ourſelves 2h ind 


to ſtand up in Deferce'of our Haly Church, 

and — againſt the ill Effects of 
their Principles, and Practice. Were it only 
our own: Eaſe, and Advantage | 


WE con 
we could fairly fit ſtill as well eee | 


though: zich 88 Satisfaction to our on 
Conſciences, yet, we know, with the beim 


Opinion of theſe Men: Or, we could run in 


with then reum of the Times, and be carried 
ſmoathly down by it, till we ſhould be thrown, 
one time or other, upon a condition, ſurely 
more reconcileable with our Eaſe: at leaſt, 

than theſe eαE)me Cynte ſis ars: But e 


perſwaded in our ſelves, that our Church, 

and Holy Religion are the beſt conſtituted, 
to all the Purpoſes of true Piety, of any in 
the World gi moſt agreeable to the Purity of 

.Chrift, and the beft Patterns of the primitive 
Ages; and tis hit _ makes us ſo much 
concern d, and fo very apprehenfive of Danger, 
from the 1 = II Nen, char plinly 
101 E 2 „ ap- 


Advantage ſo much by rhar which iche | 


velieve and therefore:we ſpeak:; We are yetily 
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appear toi threaten them n And gebt 
their Malice ſhould out ide auf alzo nr 
that we ſhould ever approve, on not proteſt 
againſt, thoſe Methods, that are every Day 
taken to undermine our Peace 551000 3560 
And, ſince I am led o fear to it; I ſhall 
"crave leave, in this'/Yenerable.fultience,' to 
take off the Malignity of an /{-natur A Ne- 


 fleftion, that has been ſometimôs 1 in 
us of thĩs Body more particularly, byca ſort 


of Men, that, by other Inſtances as well as 
this, appear to have no great Kindneſs for 
our Praſeſſion in general. We are a n 
ler and humouroue People, they ſay, of arrow 
and contracted Spirits; quickly pleus d, 
and eaſily offended: We are preſently fluſh'd 
.*with:a little Proſpect of Advantage in the 
40 Government; and our Diſcourſe, and our 
Expectations run high; But if every thing 
* be not carried exactly to our Humour, we 
< turn ſullen immediately, and mutinonus ; 
< and don't ſtick to quarrel at the Govern- 
e ment, and cenſure its Proceedings. It may 
be hop d, that thoſe! that know us better, 
have entertain d no ſuch diſadyantageous 


Opinion of ius, nor found among us any 


n * As We our ene niit 
A > 
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ſenfible!&frany uch, ànd. 2¹⁰ ſuro, if thets 
be, tis what 155 the Doctrines and Princi⸗ 
ples of our o Church (which yet we may 
be ſuppos d to know, and believe, as much 
others) we muſt for ever diſcountenanceand 
diſapprove. But if there ſhould chunre to 
have been ſuch at any Time; we hop#ouly 
for common Candour, and Charity from the 
World, in this Caſe, and that the Misbeha- 
viour, and Imprudence uf a , wil-noe 
be chiirg'd upon our ονν BOdy; when what 
they do: is againſt the general Conſent. 

As for our being ſo quickly touch d with 
Gaod;' or Evil, that affects our Churchy and 
our being ſo oon rais d, or ſunk upon it; 

tis not from our own! particular Hopes, or 
Fears of finding our own account in it, or 
not; but tis from an exquiſite and lively 
Senſe we have of the cummon Intereſt of Ne. 
ligion, above what may be well preſum d in 
the Generality of Men, whoſe Buſfineſs hes 
more involv d in ſecular Affairs. Tis ours 
chiefly to have our Eyes always awake arid 
open for the Preſerua tion of om excallem 
Religion; and therefore we are ſo very aps 
prellenſive of all Occurrences that concern 
6 bat, be #0aches rb 


to ID Apple 
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Appfr of a De, the moſt} ſenſible]; and 


tender part about us. yd AHV Ei: d 
But 3 what theſe Men ſay of our 
Quarreling at; and Cenſuring, ali Govern- 
ment, we anſwer; if they mean by the G. 
urra meu, all thoſe that are — 'he- with 
atiyShare of the Adminiſtration, we may 
HATE in this Caſe to be excus d, as well as the 
reſt of the World, if we do not think our 
ſelves bound, in Honour, W to 
approve what every one of them ſhallripro- 
poſe, or execute: Though for their Office 
lake, and for our Conſcience ſake, 1 WE; are, 


and ought to be, tender of their Character. 


But if they mean by the C e, Her. Ma- 


— s ſacred Perſon. Far be their Atcuſation 


from us! Let it be turned againſt Hen Ene- 
mies, and thoſe that hate us! May Her 
Nume and Perſon be for ever highly honourd 
amongſt us! Is it poffible Sum Hould ever be 
the Mark of our Diſlike, or our Reflection? 
Sur, that was the only Stay of our Hopes un 
the worſt of Times, and our main 
dence ,/ and Expectation in theſe: Under 
2whoſe ſbadow Te always ſaid we b laut 

ret; and ſhall be ſure to find it one&;2how- 
ſoeyer the preſent Intricacꝝ, 22 
NN. 
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of Affairs may diſturbe Hero Reign, Fab, 
ſutely, that native Goodnels and Rxcalleney 
of Temper, improv'd upon the beſt Pripeiples 
and Education; That firm Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of G op and Religion, exprets'd ſo oftgn, 
by Her Suffering and Acting for it 3 Theft 
many ſerious, and affactigna te P rfeſſions of 
Her Tenderneſs to this Church, and Hes de- 
clar d Reſolutions to ſupport, and encourage 
the beſt Members off it; H never be pe 
without the moſteglorious and happy Fruits: 
In ſime they muſt bredkthrongh all theft 
Diſadvantages tha ſurrpund, and artend Her 
at prefent, aud diſcover themſelwes, to the 
Triumph, iandKlonyiot our Church and 
Holy Religion, to the Diſappoiatment ofguy 
Enemies Dehghs, and to ee e 
Faces. However, if the Chuxck af $186 1 
ft: always r the grohe Baer 
2d Sa uin? bg always ificymng, VMs 
conflicting with Her Enemies; Her Bll. 
de for ever Untaintedin Her: Loyalty; Let 
us cnt; off this Oœeaſiam of Bas ſting rem our 
Enemies, Mh ẽð/ für ur. ug, n 
would be glatt to fopraadiſonic inf] thaingrus 
dhama upon i, Lenns gotthe remeatdꝗ fr 
our Miaciplen, by: eee 
Com- 
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 Colition fieviUo dui ad Mtedtrity ur 
VoRl 1129494 Was and ein be uuf Glory after 
i fad Sf mo bvonget rags 40 
We kndW2Hhent of! n Reflection inade 

pon Her 8 Goyernment-b 4 a if 
Where be ap} 46 Ph be ſe Menirhemfeloes 
Have fate; ee Impude fee to 
glvebub;rortieyen Yuppbſe, - 8 "bad! a 
Guſ;-as their dun, to be Finn g 6 
HuiwEavoarandAuthorieyictisl/ 1120 oct 
:e Men asd come to this Is it not Time 
Friis taken begin to beſtir our ſelvesꝰ 
Can we think ir Aren Kare "whilſt theſe 
Men are2f0-atfive is a Bign they drau 
Prettyineabthen ind their Her 
Tome W wife NAdrif upon the te 3 
vn. Demeanour-of theſe: Men, our Fears 
. 5 ean they blame us 
ee eee ae 
bur dar yery-Rwtng will give them bre 
Faden Sitte 1H in 11 05 
2 f Kirdneſ3 would do them any Good? Tf 
twoold:hfke: themo the berrore Memo or the 
berser. 999965 3. wenffionhitmnoribe fw imuell 
«dfiderrdabburit>.Butwhen the Sade from 
being theriſh'd;oblygathersLife;andStrength 


nee; when they become 


only 
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= the more Eurag d, a Ar 
and: { Mad, under the of a — 
vantage, or within the Proſpect of a future, 
Are theſe Men fit to be encourag'd? They 
may Complement and Addreſs the Govern- 
ment under which they live, tis true; for 
any Favours, which they either have, or 
falſely preſume themſelves to have, from it: 
But let not the Government ever think it ſelf 
the more ſecure for this, any longer, than 
tis not in theſe Men's Power to overtutn it; 
nor, when it is, muſt any Prince upon the 
Throne of England expect a kinder Treat- 
ment from them, than the _— of Kings 
has met with. b vin HM 
This they a0 may i is Nang the 
Over loving of our Gall, and Briterneſs'of 
Spirit, no more than what they might ex- 
pect to hear from Men of our Character, and 
eſpecially in this Place It It may be fo, But 
is it not true? Do we charge them falſly 
in this point? Have we not ſeen all this ex- 
emplified- in former Experience? And do we 
not find things tend to the very ſame at pre 
Tent? How did they deal with that merciful 


Ses this ſufficiently made our, once for all, from their Proceedings with" the 
King in the Treas in the «Iſle of No ts Ld. enz 34 Furt, Book XI. 
Page 160, &c. 105 


$2, ; prince 
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Pringe: King) Cnari:es the Eirſt! Tm did 
they multiply their infolent Demands u 
him, one after another, till they Had ex- 
torted from him, and driven him out of 
all, that he could poſſibly grant, even all, that 


he had, but his God and his Conſcience! 


And theſe he muſt have parted with too, if 
he would have gone any farther with them: 
And were they ever the more pleas d with 
him, ever the more obedient to him for all 
this? Were they ever ſatisfied till they had 
his very Life and Blood? May that Day's 
AQ never be forgotten! Never be blotted 
out of the Records of Time, what ever ſome 
Men may defire! May it always be re- 


membred; to the Shae; andeyerlaſtingRe- 
proach of theſe Men! And to teach us and 


our Po/terity, the Children of the Genera- 
tons. to come;\what we muſt expect hereuſtor, 
if ever the Juſtice of Gos, for the Sins of 
this Nation, ſhould ſuffer the Hand of theſe 
Men to prevail again. 

How much we owe for our preſent Security, 
from the Deſigns of theſe ill Men, to the Cor 
rage andiRe/olatzon of our brave Engiz/b Gen- 
temen, we can only think in Silence. Tis not 
in our Pe wer, by all the Eoquence, this ancient 


Seat 


. 
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Seat of Learning abounds With ta make Tov 
an Acknowledgment equal to the Zral and 
Induſtry You have more eſpecially fhewn of 


late, towards the Defence and Preſervation 
of this excellent Church, and Conſtitution; 


againſt Loun Enemies, and Ours: May 
GoD and Your own Honour and Conſcience 
be Your Reward ! May You live to ſee the 
Fruits of Your own brave Actions, and gene- 


raus Endeavours! May the Church and 


State always flouriſh as You defire! May the 
bleſſings of peace and proſperity reſt upon your 


heads) while Your enemies are cloth d with Pla. 129. 
Jhame and confufon, and while all thoſe, that 


have evil will at Zion, became as graſs wither d 
afore it be grown up; all their Defigns 
blaſted; and fruitleſs; and themſelves the 
Sarn and Contempt of the preſent, and n 
Abhorrence of future Generations. 

' T ſhall zo go on to confider Perſons of a 


very different Character from theſe able Pa- 


riots; and thall endeavour, 
:Zh##dly,: To examine, and anſwer, 1 Ex- 
cuſes Men may poſſibly make, and have 


_ uſually done fo, for deſerting, or not defend. 


ing a good Cauſe, when 'twas certainly their 
Duty, and within their Pomer to encou- 
rage it. F 2 And 


= = 
- — 
— TO 
R 


e 


FR. 5 ba 4 *. , 
- * : * * 
* q 5 * 
. 


44 Ai AsS1z28-SERMON' Prheach'd 
And here, Fir, ſome Men perhaps may 
think it enough to ſay for themſelves, after 
all their ſhifting, and changing fides, and 
leaving a good Cauſe, and their old Friends, 
that they do it upon good Reaſon, and better 
Informations; That they were once indeed 


© miſtaken, as many an hong Man may be, 


cc and acted then in Purſuance of that Miſtake: 


ee but /ince, they have with more Care ex- 


i amin'd the Matter, and are now come to 
*be of a different Opinion, and have ac- 
© cordingly taken up other Reſolutions; 
* and hope all the World will excuſe them 
«for it, ſince, they aſſure us, they have 


ce done nothing in this Caſe, but upon very 


te weighty, and ſufficient Arguments. 
What kind of Arguments theſe Gentlemen 
may poſſibly have met with, we cannot ſo 
well tell, but, we know, ſome are very en- 
lightening. And perhaps it may not be ſo 
very difficult to trace the Steps, and Me- 
thods of their Converſion, if we look a little 
nearer into the Change of their Condil ion. 


However, do they think their own bare 


Word enough for us to depend upon in this 
Caſe, that they have good Reaſon for their 
Change ? when all the 2iſe and bone Men 
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in the World are ſure themſelves have, and 
are every Day able to give, ſuch innu- 
merable Reaſons to the contrary ! Tis true, 
a Man may be allow'd to change his Opinion 
at any time, upon good Reaſon ; and no 
length of Days, no Multitudes, nor Autho- 
rity of Men ought to preſcribe againſt the 
Truth. But, ſurely, when a Man goes off 
from the general and concurrent Opinion of 
of Men as iſe, or, as he may modeſtly 
preſume, ſomething wiſer than himſelf, there 
is ſo much Reſpect and Reverence due to the 
common Senſe of Men, as that he ſhould 

endeavour to give the World ſome reaſonable 
Satisfaction for it. Vet we can inſtance in ſome 
Men, and thoſe no very inconfiderable ones, 
that, we are ſure by comparing their former 
Writings, and their pre/ent Practice, have, 
within the compaſs of a few Vears, very 
much alter'd their Opinions. But they have 
never done us the Favour and C:vility all 
this while, to let us know, upon what 
Grounds; and, if we ask it of them at any 
time, we receive indeed Paſſion enough, but 
no Reaſon, for our Anſwer. They are dif. 
pleas'd, and angry with us, that we will not 
believe, and act as they do, when they * 
et 
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let 18 now hom they could ever come to * 
ſo #hemſetves, and we can't imagine how aur 
ie or good Men ever ſboule. 

If a Man then will be changing at any 


time from a Cauſe that has, at leaſt, the high- 


eſt Preſumprion of Truth on its fide, and 
that, for a long courſe of Time, has carry d 
off the Approbation, and Judgment of the 
greater Part, and thoſe the wiſeſt Men, 70 
another, That, for the main, is only cried 

up in the Aſembiy of Fools, applauded by 


the Suffrages of vain and idle, weak and 


vicious Men; If, he deſigns to eſcape the 
Shame and Cenſure of the World in this Caſe, 
let him be able, and ready, to:ſhew his Rea- 
ſons for his Change, and we will hear them. 


But merely for him to ſay, that he has ſuch 


Reaſons to himſelf, is not ſufficient; 'eſpect- 
ally at a lime, when he cannot but know, his 
Veracity lies juſtly under a ſtrong: Suſpicion, 

upon the account of his very Change. We 
would fain then know, what theſe Men have 
to ſay for themſelves, and again our Cauſe 
at preſent; If they have any Arguments, 
let them produce them; Let them bring out 
their ſcrong Reaſons,that we may know them; 
And if we cannot chuſe out a Man amongſt 
us 
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us us that ſhall be able to anfiver and overcome 
them, we will promiſe to go over, and ſerve 
their Cauſe; but if we can, and we don't 
queſtion it, we expect, and that s, they 
ſhould return to us: Otherwiſe, let them be 
contented to take the Conſequence, as to 
what the World will be apt to ſay, or 
think of them upon this Account; and that, 
upon very good Reaſon, much better, we 
may ſuppoſe, than any re have to plead 
for themſelves. | 

This then is our Reply to thoſe fe that 
have quite deſerted us; gone off totally from 
us; upon Principles, as they pretend} hut 
really becauſe hey were never of us. fon 
they had been truly of: us, they: would, 220 1 Joh 2 19. 
Abe have: continued uithb un. 

But there are Othiersy© Seruually, That 
though they do not quite ale and utterly 
renounce a good Cauſe, yet think it leſs ne 
ceſſary to „ir much in it, betauſe they 
not ae they ſay, the Truth is in ſo mitich 
as! we would ſrem to make it. 
yr ah long will it be'erevtheſe Men come 
to awake,” and apprebend how ang ⁰ they ae 
undone! If we are e, as cheſe Men would 
en N iN our worſt AT 

wou 


Ir 
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would have us believe ar any Purchaſe; 

What means then all this Noiſe and Stir 
of late to inſult us? All thoſe indirect, 
and illegal Methods to oppoſe, and un- 
dermine us? Thoſe many villanous Practi- 
ces to ſerve a Cauſe, which no Pretence 
can ever juſtify, nor any Law of God or 
Man excuſe? He that does not ſee all 
this, and plainly perceive to what it tends, 
is Wllingly Ignorant, and may juſtly be ſuſ- 
pected of a Party with our Enemies, whoſe 
Defigns he would endeavour thus to /creer 
from our Suſpicion : Or a fatal Slumber has 
has ſeiz'd his Spirits, and he ſleeps upon the 
Beabh, till a Wave roll in ne him and 


take him away for ever. 


1 Qſnall not enter any further into W e 
' lars, nor will your Patience bear it; But, 
furely our Caſe: at preſent: is /#ch; that if 
chere was! ever 2 Time, that call d for our 
Zeal and Activity, tis uon; and we are 
falſe to our Gad, to our own Conſcience, and 
to our: excellent Cunſitution, if we an 
employ bur utmf; if we dont think our 
ſelves concern d to avoid a Num that 
Zhreatens us at our very Doors, and is ready 
to come in at our Windows. Let us malte 


bluon WJ | our 


Jer. 9. 27, 
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our enemies themſelves our zudges in this | 7 
Caſe: Would they, think we, appear ſo very | 
much exalted? Would they rejoyce; and 
triumph at his rate; if they did not take 
themſelves to have a great Advantage over 
us? And did not yet expect a greater? And 
can they have any long, without our Ruine 
If we don't know when tis time for us to 
ariſe, and take care of our ſelves, they know 
how to make uſe of our S$pmeneſs, and will „ . Pu. 
ſhake the Rod of SYumber over our Heads, , . . 
till the Ship, in which all our Hopes, and 
Happineſs are embarqu d, crack under us; 
till the Frame of our Conſtitution dz//o/ve, 
and we are plung d in irrecoverable Ruine. 

ec But we have Men of tender, and chari- 
ce fable Spirits amongſt us, (as they would be 
ce thought) Men of ſweet, gentle, and pa- 
ce cific Natures ! That can't bear ſa much as 
ce a Ju/t, and /evere Reflection, though it 
© be upon a generation of vipers, a Race of Mrs s. 
ce Pillains! And though it be never ſo ne- 3. 33. 
« ceſſary to make us aware of them, and 
ec Fake care, they don't //ab us to the Heart. 

In God's Name, does not Charity begin at 
home? Are we bound to be charitablè to our 
DeSiruftion? Muſt we never think Men can 

2 | e have 


Jude 16. them, arid to have their per ſous in admiration 
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have ill Deſigns upon us, till we are ruin d 
by them? Is there any ſuch Chariiy due to 
a vicious, lewd, profligate, factious Combina- 
tion of Men? That appear to have no other 
Concern, what becomes of our Government,. 
than to make their own baſe Ends by it: 
nor about Religion, any farther, than as 
"twill ſerve, as an Ergzne of their own De- 
figns; and, in the mean time, by the Ma- 
lignity of their own vile Example, endea- 
vour to break the very Heart and Power 
of it, and, as much as they can, to eraſe the 
very Notions of it out of the Minds of Men, 
by their '/oo/e practiſing, or countenancing 
Hypocriſy ? What Charity can be due to ſuch 
Men as theſe, unleſs it be to oppoſe them as 
much as poſibly we are able, and to hinder 
em from doing all the Miſchief they imtend? 
This indeed is properly our Charity towards 
them; and to Pray to God, for their Sake, 
and ours; that he would confound their De- 
ſigns, and convert their Hearts: But to ſooth, 
and encourage them in their ill Practices by our 
Silence; and not to proteſt againſt them, in 
the Name of God and Religion but to gloze 
em with Lies, and to ſpeak ſinooth things to 


Be- 
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2 of our own. advantage ; is this our 
Charity? "Tis our Sn and Folly, indeed, and 
we ſhall find it ſo hereafter, when Go» ſhall 
call us to a ſevere Account, for contributing 
ſo much to the Corruption of the NE we 
live in. 

Again, Thirdly, Men will urge, 28 4 : Cloak 
for their own Fears, and want of Courage, 
that they like the Cau/e well enough, in which 
we are engag d, but don't altogether ſo well 
approve our Methods of purſuing it. 

Tis really Matter of our great Concern, 
that 2v:/e and good Men, who have ſhewn 
their Zeal for Truth ſo en, and are ready, 
we don't doubt, to do ſo always, ſhould ever 
fall under a Suſpicion that does not belong to 
them, by diflenting from their Brethren 
upon Scruples of this Nature. If the Cauſe 
be neceflary, and the Means be lawful, and, 
more than that, eſteem d probable likewiſe, 
in the Opinions of 7v:/e and good Men, upon 
whom we may depend at any time; Why 
ſhould we endanger the: Hud it ſelf, when tis 
of ſuch mighty Conſequence. to our Hap- 
pineſs, by our little Differences about the 
Means, which are of no Value, but what they 
gr from their Fitneſs to ſerve the £24? 
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However, we muſt not condemn every Man 
for a Deſerter, that does not always fall in 
exactly with our own Opinion; when he has 
ever given before, and is prepard to give 
again, the higheſt Evidence of his Truth and 
Honey. Tis the unhappineſs ſometimes, and 
not always the fault, of good Men, that they 
cannot come up to a perfect Harmony in Judg- 
ment: And we muſt in Chriſtian Candour and 
Charity ſpare thoſe Men, whom we know 
to be our Friends by other Arguments, 
though they may not always entirely conſent 
to our Opinions, how good ſoever. Time 
and Reflection may rectify thoſe miſtakes, 
which were innocent at firſt; and unite us all 
in the ſame purſuit, by the ſame means to 
the ſame bleſſed end and conſequence, the 
firm ſecuriiy of our Holy Church, and the 
perpetual Eabliſhment of our Peace. 

But Fools and Knaves make uſe of this 
Pretence upon quite other Grounds ; to con- 
ceal their own baſe Fears, and Nakedneſs, or 
to diſappoint the End it ſelf, by a counterfeit 
Ręjection of the Means. Thus, for Inſtance, 
"Theſe good Men tell us, That we are quite 
«© mi/ztaken in the preſent Controverſy be- 
b tween them and us about our Church - 

| They 
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e They love the Church, they ſay, as well 
ce as we, and are as much concern'd' for 
ce its Eſtabliſhment; but they don't think, 
ce we take the readieſt way to preſerve it; 
cc and therefore they propoſe and follow a 
ce much better, if we will believe them: 

« which is not by Heats and perverſe Diſ- 
ee putings, by zealous Contentions and fierce 
« Sruglings, againſt the Enemies of Truth: 
te but by the milder Methods of Kindneſs 
«© and Moderation; by the gentle Influenees 
* of a healing Spirit, to {often the perverſe, 
e and har/b Tempers of Men; to /mooth'the 
ce rugged Humours, and to allay thoſe miem- 
ee erate Heats, and Heart-burnings amongſt 
ce Brethren; and fo to make up the Breaches 
ce of our Peace, by the Cement of a Chriſtian 
te Compliance and Charity. But do they think 
to impoſe upon us ſtill, by all this Cant, this 
idle Harangue of Words, which we have 
anſwer d over and over? Chriſtian Charity 
and Moderation are excellent Things in 
their true Name, and Notion, we grant it; 
and God forbid we ſhould deny it: But, 
ſurely, they are ſuch Qualities, that, if we 
may gueſs any Thing by theſe Men 8 Behavi- 
ur, they have nat the leaſt Part nor Share 
Mk | in 
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in tbemſelver; nor would ber concetn'd that 
others /pould, unleſs twere to ſerve: their 
own. bad Ends the better by it. The Truth 
is; they are afraid of appearing againſt a 
Party fy, which they have ſuch a Liking for, 
and which they find ſo very Powerful, and 
ſo many Ways able to do them Good or 
Hurt, to raiſe or ſink, to prefer or keep em 
under; and this is the true Reaſon, that 
they will not venture to diſoblige them, even 
| becauſe of their own baſe Hopes and Fears. 
And fince they can't for Shame of the World, 
openly renounce their Church, they are for 
rendring all Means and Methods to main- 
tain and preſerve it, as ingfectual as poſſi- 
ble; So to gratify their own good Friends; 
and our nt Enemies, the more. And, 
tis certain, they are the better able to ſerve 
theſe Men's Deſigns upon us, whilſt they 
continue in the Boſam of our Church, than 
out of it; becauſe they can by this Means 
find a Place, wherein to Aab it more ectu- 
ally, and ſo carry off the greater Renown, 
and richer Spoils ho doing ſo. 
But what Meibods are they after all; 

by which we endeavour to ſupport our 
. which theſe Men cant find in their 


i Hearts 
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Hearts to approve of, and comply with? 1 
have not time to reckon up Particulars; but 
I appeal to the Senſe of every Man, whether 
they are not ſuch, as, if we could ſucceed 
in them, would only put it beyond theſe 
Men's Power to do us any further M:ſchief- 
and that is the true Reaſon; indeed, they ate 
offended with us, and there lies the real 
Ground of their Complaint. 
'T ſhall mention but one Refuge more; bez 
hind. which Men ſeek to hide their Want of 
5 and en ina good Caaſe; 1 0 
that 1s; * e 
Fourihiy, That tis to uo | Purpoſe for teas | 
to appear i in it; they can do/but little Good, 
for their own Part; they ſay, towards the 
ae it; and therefore they think it 
nough® for them to Wißb it well, and ſo 
. up all further Concern about it, by 
an idle ReNance upon other Men, that are” 
better able to provide for its Suceeſs. | 
Andi if it he happen to ſuceeed, through 
the Bleſſing of God, and other Mew's faith- 
ful Care and Palins; no Thanks Rowe verto 
theſe gon Men for it: They may fhare in- 
deed in the preſent Benefits; and enjoy them - 
ſelyes at the E-xpenc of other 2 
an 
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and Bloòd, Mer: much better than ww 
ſelves; but let them not expect any Share 
of the Reward hereafter for Well doing, 
which ſhall be given only to the good and 
fan, Servant. 

But if the ſlender Hopes of Succeſs; which 
theſe Men offer as a Prerence for themſelyes, 
were never ſo True; Is it any Reaſon for us 
to neglect the leaſt part, or inſtance of our 
Duty? Why do we not then renounce our 
Order? Why do we not throw up our Mi- 
niir? Why do we take this Pains to preach 
to Men, and to preſs upon them their Duty 

at all times, in Scaſon, and out of Seaſon? 
When we find we can do ſo little Good by 
it aſter all; and have no more Thanks at 
laſt for all our Pains; but, it may be, are per- 
ſecured and hated. for it; 3.: Or at leaſt diſcoun- 
renanc d; and that by zhoſe Men too, from 
whom, conſidering the Character they bear 
— us, and their near Relation to our 
Order, we maught Erpeét another Fang, of 
Treatment. 1 N 
But howſveyer Men may deal with us; let 
us not he 20eary nor Faint in our minds Our 
Reward is ſure to us, though it be not pre- 


n 2 In 10 mean time, Are the Satisf cti- 
ons 
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ons of a good Conſcience Nothing with us? 
The bright and chearſul Reflections that we 
have done our Duty, and anſwer d the Truſt 
repos d in us by GoD,” and our Superiors, 
according to the Rank and Order in which the 
Providence of God has placd us? Every 


Man is able to contribute ſomething towards 


the common Good of his Country, and the 
Support of his Religion; either by his own 
faithful Endeayours, or by his Advice and 
Encouragement, or at leaſt by his Prayers; 


which, if he can do no more, GoD will ac- - 


cept of, and reward as much as all the reſt: 
but if he can, and will not, his Prayers are 


Hypocriſp, his Dependence is Vain, and his 
End will be Diſappointment. Let every Man 
then do the beſt he can, and leave the Succeſs 


of all to Gop; And then whatſoever may 
be the I ue, "twill not be ſo much his Tron. 
ble, becauſe twas not his Faul... 

How great Evils are coming upon us, 


what times of Sufferin g the Providence of 


Gon may have reſerv d us for, He knows beſt 
in his own infinite Wiſdom... But, ſurely, 


we ought in Prudence to lay in the beſt Sup- 


ports we are able, the beſt ſtock of: Comforts 
we can get 9 1 a lime; when 


all 
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all will be littie enough to ſuſtain, and bear 
up our Spirits. But, 20, if it be through 
our own Negligence and Inadyertence, that 
we come to ſuffer, we, by this means, deprive 
our ſelves of one of the main Pillars of our 
ſupport in Trouble, and ſhall be ready to bite 
our Tongue, with anguiſn, and vexazion'of 
ſpirit, in the Day we come to cel the Evils, 
which, bat for our own ſtupid folly; might 
have been once prevented. If Go D ſinite 
Josh i Ihe gourd, that he has brought over us for our 
„n compert, becauſe we would not /abonr for it, 
nor be at the pains to make it (grow; how 
ſhall we be able to anſwer him, unlefs it be in 
fuch peeviſn language, as that of his angry 
Prophet; which will be a freſh. Aggra vation 
df our Miſery, and a new W ene of 
our Guilt. 
And rh I have endeavour to c 
the Excuſes, that are moſt uſual with Men in 
this caſe, _ to anſwer them by Ants 
oper, and peculiar to every one. 
2 there is one, beſides all rheſe, more 
generul yet, and which reaches em all to- 
gether, and which the Wiſdum of Gon, in 
Solomon, makes uſe of in the Tert, drawn 
from the nnen, , How little theſe 
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vain Excuſes will avail us in the Preſence of 
Almighty God, u hen he comes to take Account 
of all our Actions: Ai bou ſapeſt, Behold, aue 
knew it not Doth not he that pondereth the 
heart conſider it? and he that keepeth ib 
foal, dorb not he know it? au Ka mar d 
render to every man adcording to lu works.” 

Does not he count all the Wandrings.of 
our Steps, be they never ſo ſecret? Obſerve 
and weigh every Prevarication of our Spi- 
rits? Sound our Corruprions to the very Root 
of them? See through the Frame and Tem- 
per of every one of our Souls? Take Le 

Notice upon what Principles we begin 
move at any time, how we go on, an 25 
Ends we drive at? And will not he Abit 
us according to his own infallible Knowledg, 
and not our uain and 4 Pretencesd 
To what Purpoſe is it then for us to walk in 
the Dark for a little while, and to 1 
upon our ſelves, and the reſt of the World, 
for a fer Days, and by ſhuffling, and trick 
ing with God, and our own Conſciences, in 
the mean time, to betray our Cauſe, and our 
ſelves, to utter Ruine? When the Time is 
haſtening upon us all, and not far off from 
any one of us; when = theſe falſe et 

cs 1 
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ſhall ſurely fade, all theſe formal Diſguiſes 


be taken off, and both our Actions and Prin- 
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If. 28. 15. 


ciples paſs under a ſevere Trial, and our 
whole Behaviour be ſcann d, and ſifted to 
the bottom] How loathſome ſhallwe then ap- 
pear, in that day, when the Hand of Juſtice 
ſhall dragg us out of all our Holes, and Zurk- 
ing places, into the Preſence of the Crea. 
Cod, and his Holy Angels, with all our Baſe- 
neſs, and Corrupiions about us! | Ye, that 
cannot aon bear a little Shame of the World, 
and of Men our Fellow-/ervants, and there- 
fore ſeek thus to make Hypocriſy our Cover- 
ing, and Lies our Refuge How ſhall we be 
Blank d and Confounded, in that Day, to ſee all 
our cloſe and wicked Intrigues, all our Deeds 
of Darkneſs, brought out into the full Splen- 
dour of heavenly Ligbi, and before the whole 
Univerſe of Creatures! How much therefore 
does it concern us all, and of what infinite 
Conſequence is it to every one of us, that 
we take care to behave our ſelves uprightly 
in all our Ways; without Guilt and Hypo- 
criſy; with all Openneſs, Sincerity and Truth; 
as in the Preſence of our Creat Judge, and 


+ Searcher-of all our Hearts! That, when He 


mall approve, and acquit us in the Lat Dau, 
SHt what 


33 
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whatever we may haye ſuffer d, in the mean 
time, from the Hands of Men, for à good 
Cauſe, either in our Name, or Intereſt, or 
otherwiſe; we may then have the everlaſting 
Praiſe, and Approbation of the whole World. 
But if He fnall finally condemn us, what- 
ever vain Applauſes we may nou, give our 
ſelves, for our indirect Dealings, or receive 
from the vain World about us; we ſhall 
then, to our eternal Shame, be exploded and 
__ d off the Stage for 'ever.' 

Will it be hen any Satisfüction to the Wil. 
dom and Juſtice of our Judge, or any Com- 
fort to our ſelves, when we have betray d 
our Duty, and ſuffer d Innocence, or a juſt 
and upright Cauſe to fink under Injury 
and Oppreſſion, for want of purting to our 
Hand, for its Deliverance and Reſcue, for 
us to ſay h and vainty, before Gon and 
the Holy Angels, that it uud an error, Behold 


we knew it not, non putaram, the Refuge El 4 E 


of Fools, in whom he has no Pleaſure ?' When 
Men have deſtroyd Themſelves; their 
Church, and berg, by their rreacherous 
Dealing; and have ruin d one of the beſt 
Conſtitutions in the World, by their Coldneſs, 
a want of Zeal, not to ſay: by * 3 
1 


* 
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theds What, will they be able to anſwer for 
themſelves! How will they hola np their 
Faces to Cod and us, in the Day of their 
| | own, and our Calamity ! Will they plead 
1 © ſfgnorance as their Excuſe? Will they ſay, 
| | Behold, we knew it not; that they were 
not aware. of it; that they could never 
have imagiud once, Things would have 
come to this; and that they are now /orry 
for it? But have we not often forewarn' d 
them of the Danger of theſe Things! Have 
we not plainly yoreſbeumn them, what would 
be the Conſequence, tod em, over. and over, 
What would come . , aud ey would not 
hear us! DALLAS, | 
I ſhall make no Reflections upon any bode 
but I pray G op all thoſe, that Have ihe Rule 

over us, and by Gon Providence are ap- 
pointed the Watch · men over our Haly Church, 

and ſhould always ſtand upon her 7 owers of 
res 12. Defence, would in due time lay this to heart; 
Leſt by too forward and eaſy Compliances, 

by vain Propoſals and Oyertares of Recon- 
ciliation, they admit an Enemy within the 

pf 8) » Gates of Zion, which afterwards 'twill-be.be- 
yond their power to dreve :out; or to con- 
n An Enemy, that ſhall'erzer: auto ber 
| > © Jaws 


% 


— Due of: 5r ORD. 63 


orien „Break down all the carved work 
2 with axes and hammers, and defile rt. en. 
ber holy places 10 the ground: with rude and 
unhallow'd Hands, utterly de/poil-our Church 
of all its excellent ry ag and: beauty 
of Holineſs ; and thoſe, that prefide over it, H. 
themſelves, of all their Power, Honour, and 
Authority, which Chr has given them, 3 
ed Abaribn, hut not far our defirntion. . 
I ſhall now crave your Patience a moment 
longer, only juit to mention the Neceſſity 
there is of 2 firm Curage and Reſolution of 
Mind, in thoſe, that are intruſted, more eſpe- 
cially, with the Adminiſtration of Judgment, 
and 2 T ſhall do it in as few words as 
poſſible, that 1 may nor rem to 0 ge Advies 
to my Supertors. 
For, My. Lordi, Laankd not 5 as 
queſtion the. publick Wiſdens, by. which You are 
appointed to this High and Honourable Office. 
And when we take upon us, at any time, to 
ſpeak theſe things before Lou, tis not to tell 
Jom, and the Word, what You 'o gt to Be, 
but what You: are}: Inveſted with-an Au- 
thority of inſinite Conſequence to the Pea 
and Happineſs of our Church and State, be 
N with qualities * to the Executio . 
0 8 
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of it. Tis hardly poſſible for 4s, Who live 


_ and'a@16 far beneath You, to conceive, or 


apprehend the numerous Temptations: and 
Difficulties You are ſure to meet with aff Your 
High Stations; and which indeed require: the 
moſt inuinci ble Courage, and ſirm Integrity 
of Mind. The Frowns, and ſecret Menaces 
of Men in Power; the Malice of the Grafty; 


2 the Pride, and Inſolence of the Haughty; 


the Factions of the Turbulent ; thè reſtleſs 
Cries,” and Importunities of the Miſerable 
and Afflicted, (with many more ſuch things, 
which we cannot think of) muſt all be pre- 
vented, or ſuſtaind by Lou, in the ſteddy 
Proſecution of: your Office. When cunning, 
and i Men ſhall ſeek to pervert the Lam, 
and to turn a/ide the Courſe of Judgment, 
they receive their Check from Vun. When 
a great, and powerful Sinner ſhall: preſume 
upon Impunity; when an Zonourable Thief, 
or a Right Wonſbipful Murderer, ſhall ex- 
pet the Law ſhould condeſcend to his Qua- 

{iy, and that Gop, and his #7 tcegerents 


muſt deal with him as a Gentleman, tis Tou 
that ſet him free from his Miſtake, and let 
him Feel by his preſent Sentence, what he 
mul * gemenfter. And ant this r are 
ure 
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; "Hi: be aſſaulted with uin wir hut, be- 
ſidles what Lou are liable to fer frumi avihẽ 
from your on Bowels, in the ſeverer Part 
of Juſtice; from your own good, zender, and 
menciful Nature: Which may ſometimèes 
betray a Man, if he does not take nerd to 
Wave: his Duty, when no Terrors vcoutd 
affright him, or Violence aver power füm 
to ener And therefore GD Almighty, 
by an expreſs Precept, thought it neceſſaryl 
to fet a Guard upon this weak and ſoſter ſide 
of our Temper, to prevent the Evils it might 
otherwiſe expoſe us to, and to cut off all 
Excuſes for Commiſſion of them. Naben 
falt ubou countenance a pour mam in bis: Catlſe, Exod.z.3. 
was the direct Command of that merciful God, 
who profeſſes himſelf,” all along, in his Holy: 
Word, to have uc more near and tender Re- 
ſpect for any, than for the poor and neeay. But 
ſo wen much; we find, is he concern d for the 
right Execution of Jufbice in the World, that 
no Pretence of Mercy in Men muſt preſume. 
tear auer it : Though his own infinite 
does always fo; (and tis well for us 
that it does ſo,) being founded at once upon 
infinite Goodneſs, and conducted by in- 
fallible e which ours, we are {ſures 
cannot be. F351 DIY IS 0 v 3 * X 
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- Theſe, My Lords, and many more en 
Objeftions, incident to the Execution of yaur' 
Office; render it a Matter of your Fear, 

rather than your Anbitiun And all the 
Honours, that you receive fram it, are tao. 
little to compenfate the great Charge, and 
Burden you ſuſtain under it: Euaug⸗hã to make 
a Man almoſt 7remble to think of them; and 
to juſtiiy the Counſel of the wiſe Man i in the 
higheſt Import, and to the utmoſt Confequence 
af it; Seel nat 10 he Judge, being nat able 10 
Tale away iniquity, leſt at any „ thou fear 
Eecl. . 6. A per 3 Jar af the mighty, and lay a /eumbling- 
i Mock iu the * of. #hy uprightreſs.:.* 
_ x. What remains then, as th he Concluſion of 
1 this Long L Diſcourſe ;; But, that Yun, and we, 
and all, by a faithful Diſcharge of our Duty: 
in our. Everdh Degrees and Places, endeavour 
to engage the Protection of Heaven on our 
fide; and ta draw down à Bleſſing upon our 
Church and Nation, F it may be a lengthen-. 
ng of our tramguilluiy! To that End, that 
ue be never couted from our Duty by any 
Favours, nor/7iqhted by any Terrors, of the 
: Sm. World. Let us ariſe therefore, and be of good 
Elk 4. Courage, at /ach a lime as this is more eſpeci- 
ally, and let us play the men for our people; and 
for 7he Cities of our God. Let us doourown 
ST 4 Duty 


Dan. 4.27. 
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| Duty: ſor the Defence of our Religion and 
Country, and leave the Succeſs of all to Go 
Almighty: Who can tell, but He will yet 
Bleſs us, and the Work ſhall yet proſper in 
our Hands? F 1e fiud favour in his eyes He 
will either prevent our Sufferings, or, in his. 
own good Time, remove them. And though, | 
He ſhould ſuffer evil Men for a while fo ride 
over our heads, and even to e us out from 
Ged's inheritance: yet, we have found, Hess 
can by his Almighty Power ring #5 again, 
and /bew us hoth it, and his holy habitation. > Sam 13. 
But, / He now /ay ibus umts us, I have uo.” © 
delight in you, behold here we are, let him: ae. 
10 us as ſeemeth good unto him. What can we 
do, but hide our Faces im the dus, and conicls 
with the d Humility, and Deiection et 
Spirit before him; Rightequs art thou O Lord n,, 
ory are thy pal nh Tis ſure our Sina 
are great and numerous, and dave deſerv dat 
from him: Our Profaneneſa, ad r | 
our Non: proficiency under the beſt Means 
Grace, in one of the beſt Churches, and under 
the pureſt Worſhip in the World; Our going 
off from our old Principles A and ſhuffling 
with our Conſciences; Our. trifling with 
Oaths, and bringing doun the high and holy. 
name of God to our own Vanity, to ſecure | 
our 


Pi. 12. 


dur 8 N Utele. non ge inte 
| Theſe things may have made Him ſee it Ne- 
ceſſary, to let us paſs througii ile Humm 
b e., Aliction to re from ou O 
let us return, and amend our Wa ß and. 
hope for Mercy: Or if Ne has TIO, 25 
determined cofcerning us, Wad- chern = 
Juſtice muſt take hold 2 us, rere. 41 4 
God, chaſtiſe us in meaſure, aus 
corre us with judgment, not 7 7 — 4 
e lest thou bring us to nothing Tale ui matter: 
46. 26. into thine ouum hand; e ene Wes unto 
©. Thee; for very great are thy/mercies; but ſuffer 
* = ac not anyauere e e 
£3 1 1 weh) on ; \ 

" Brom whoſe Defigns and Practices Acting 

us, now and alivays, Cod of his inſinite Merctes 

_ deliver us all, for Jeſus Chriſt bis ſake: 70 
uon with thee, O'Father, and the Bleſſed: 

" Yor) be aſcrib d all Praiſe; Honour; Power, 

Mig , Majeſh, and eee how bes for 
55 e fl Amen. Wie e 8 
R E R 'Y A 2 e H Dang 81 
6 x6. ny; P, 4.1.21, for Soy 21. Stub- 
eee ee 1 
| bar, ndWas: ibid. v. Ra; P. 27. 1:26. bnd leenf. P. 32. L 23. 
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